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Applicability of Hypersonic Small-Disturbance Theory and
Similitude to Internal Hypersonic Conical Flows

SANNU MOLDER* AND NORBERT D'SouzAf
McGill University, Montreal, Canada

The applicability of hypersonic small-disturbance theory and its attendant hypersonic
similitude to internal hypersonic flows is examined by comparing the exact conical flow
solutions to their small-disturbance counterparts for 1) internal conical flow axisymmetric
inlets with leading edge shock (ICFA) and 2) conical flow, Busemann-type axisymmetric in-
lets. The associated small-disturbance hypersonic similarity law is demonstrated for these
internal flows. The results shown are for ideal gas flows in inlets with sharp leading edge.
The surface pressures for Busemann inlet are compared with the available experimental
data. A convenient method, based on hypersonic similitude, is presented for calculating
Busemann-type inlet shapes.

Nomenclature

Cp = pressure coefficient = 2(p — pm)/pmUm
z

D = inlet diameter
/ = part of the stream function [See Eq. (6a)]
j = constant which is zero for two-dimensional flow, unity

for axially symmetric flow
K = hypersonic similarity parameter
/ = length
M = Mach number
p = pressure
r = radius in cylindrical or spherical coordinates
R = characteristic inlet radius
/ = time
T = temperature
u,v = velocity components in cylindrical or spherical co-

ordinates
U = streamwise reference velocity
x,r = Cartesian coordinates with x in streamwise direction
y = transverse distance measured from the streamwise

axis through the leading edge
a = conical variable = tan^V
7 = ratio of specific heats
d = body deflection angle
6 = angle measured from x axis
£ = nondimensional longitudinal distance
p = density
a = conical variable = r/x
T = body or shock slope
co = entropy function
\f/ = stream function
r = see Eq. (10)
r- = see Eq. (17)
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Subscripts
0 = refers to shock or leading edge
2,3 = upstream and downstream conditions for shock,

respectively
t, oo i= total and freestream conditions, respectively

Superscripts
( ~ ) = dimensionless form
( )' = derivative with respect to conical variable o"
( " ) = derivative with respect to a
( )* = value at the singular line

Introduction

THE hypersonic small-disturbance theory (HSDT) is
based on the assumptions that the slope of the local sur-

face of the body in the streamwise direction is everywhere
small compared with unity; the velocity perturbations are
small compared with the freestream velocity, and the pressure
perturbations are small compared with the freestream
dynamic pressure. However, the velocity perturbations are
not small compared with the freestream sonic speed, and
pressure perturbations are not small compared with the
freestream static pressure.

The usefulness of HSDT and the resulting hypersonic
similitude arises from the fact that the body or shock slope
parameter, r, can be combined with the freestream Mach
number, Mm, and the independent variables, thereby simpli-
fying the basic conservation equations. This can be done for
T sufficiently small and M mr of the order unity. Hyper-
sonic similitude arises directly from the HSDT. It relates
flows past similarly shaped bodies at different MJs when
K = Mmr is kept constant, thus reducing the number of
independent parameters by one.

Solution of the HSDT equations and the existence of the
similarity law have been amply demonstrated for flow over
wedges, cones and ogives.1-2 Since the assumptions involved
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Fig. 1 Internal conical flow, axisymmetric (1CFA) and
Busemarm-type internal conical flows.

make use of large Mm and small r, it is of interest to deter-
mine the lower limit on Mm and upper limit on r for which
the similarity law is still applicable. This has been done for
external flow over bodies,2'3 but no such comparisons exist
for internal flows. It is the purpose of this paper to find the
region of applicability of the HSDT and to show the existence
of hypersonic similitude for internal hypersonic flows. Since
the loss of applicability (when proceeding towards low MM and
high T) is gradual, a 5% discrepancy between the HSDT and
the exact value of surface pressure coefficient has been used3

as a criterion for applicability. In the comparisons of Ref.
3, the pressure on a cone or wedge surface is constant, so there
is no difficulty in determining what to compare, whereas for
internal flows, pressure varies along the surface, so that one
must select distinct corresponding surface points and com-
pare pressures at these points.

To verify the applicabilitjr of HSDT to internal flows we
need to compare the solution obtained from the small-distur-
bance equations either to the solution obtained by a more
exact method, or to experimental results. To facilitate
comparison, we have considered conical flows, since the
equations of motion and their small-disturbance versions re-
duce to the Taylor-Maccoll equation [Eq. (1), Ref. 4] and its
small-disturbance version [Eq. (25), Ref. 1]. Solutions of
each of these equations are then generated for two types of
internal flows: 1) a uniform parallel stream which passes
through a downstream-pointing conical shock and then
converges towards the axis (ICFA; see Fig. la); and, 2) a
uniform parallel stream which is compressed isentropically,
then passes through a conical shock in such a way that the flow
downstream of the shock is again uniform and parallel
(Busemann inlet; Fig. Ib). These flows are discussed ex-
tensively in Ref. 4. Streamlines of the second flow can be
used to construct a variety of hypersonic air inlets.5'6 Some
experimental results are available for this case as well. The
restriction of conical and axial symmetry has no fundamental
bearing on the HSDT assumptions, and thus there are no
reasons to believe that deductions made under these re-
strictions should not have more general validity.

To demonstrate hypersonic similitude, we need to show
that for a series of bodies, characterized by a body or shock
slope parameter, r, where Mr is constant, the flow geometry
and pressure distribution are the same for every member of
the series provided the geometry and pressure are plotted
against a distance that has been scaled with respect to r.
We cannot use the HSDT to calculate the solution (e.g., the
pressure distribution), because hypersonic similitude is an
inherent part of HSDT, and we would be surprised indeed if
use of HSDT did not yield perfect similitude. So, we must
use the "exact" Taylor-Maccoll equation for ICFA and
Busemann inlet flows in calculating the flow geometries
(streamline shapes) and pressure distributions.

Small-Disturbance Equations for
Two-Dimensional and Axisymmetric Flows

The basic equations of motion expressing the conserva-
tion of mass, momentum and energy for two-dimensional or

axisymmetric steady flows with independent coordinates
(x,r) may be written as

(la)

(Ib)

(Ic)

(Id)

z + d(pt;)/dr + jpv/r = 0

+ vdu/dr + (l/p)dp/dz = 0

ubv/dx -f vdv/dr + (l/p)dp/dr - 0

u(d/dx)(p/py) + v(b/&r)(p/py) = 0
By normalizing with respect to r, we introduce new inde-

pendent variables which are of the order unity throughout
the flowfield.1 The new variables are

x = X] r =

v = v/UmT; p =

— l]/r2

p = p/pOT

(2)

Introducing these new barred variables in Eqs. (1) and
neglecting the terms containing r2 explicitly we obtain the
first-order hypersonic small-disturbance equations:

(3a)

(3b)

(3c)
A stream function \f/(x,f) is introduced so that the contin-

uity equation (3a) is identically satisfied. \f/ is defined such
that

+ d(pv)/c>f + jpv/r = 0

+ vdv/df + (l/p)dp/df = 0
7) = 0

= pr> (4)

The small-disturbance equations in terms of the stream func-
tion become1

dA2/dv\ _ W W &±
df/ \dx2/ dx df dxdf

i
where

d f 2 ,

(5a)

for two-dimensional flow

(5b)

for axisymmetric flow

= p/py = entropy function.

Hypersonic Small-Disturbance Theory Applied
to Flows with Conical Symmetry

Conical symmetry implies that flow variables do not change
with respect to the radial coordinate. The stream func-
tion then takes the form

where a is a conical variable defined by

a = f/x = tan0/r

(6a)

(6b)
Introducing this transformation in Eqs. (5), and noting
that the entropy field is uniform before the shock and again
after the shock, the small-disturbance equation for axi-
symmetric conical flow reduces to

f = f 2[2/ - 7"s(/'/^]/[4/2 - T^C/'A)7-1/'2] (7)

where cos = (p/py)s = entropy function at the shock; /' =
df/da, and /" = d2f/da2. This is the small-disturbance ver-
sion of the Taylor-Maccoll equation. It is not a very popular
equation because, just as the Taylor-Maccoll equation, it re-
quires a numerical solution, and, furthermore, it lacks the
exactness of the latter. In our case, we find it useful, how-
ever, to compare solutions of Eq. (7) against the more exact
Taylor-Maccoll equation with the aim of drawing parallel
conclusions about the accuracy of the more general Eqs. (5).
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Conical Axisymmetric Flow Behind an Inverted Shock

The exact Taylor-Maccoll equation for axisymmetric coni-
cal flow is [Eq. (1), Ref. 4]

U'\(ur + U"r) = (7 -

(u"r + u'r cotd + 2ur)/2 (8a)

where ur is the velocity in the radial direction and

ue = u'r = dur/dd (8b)

is the velocity in the 6 direction with 6 measured from the
freestream direction. Both velocities are nondimensionalized
with respect to the maximum speed obtainable by expanding
to zero absolute temperature. The solution obtained by
this equation for ICFA is discussed in Ref. 4. It is inter-
esting to note that the numerical solution, in passing down-
stream from the shock wave, reaches an impasse in the form
of a singularity. The physical occurrence and implication
of this singularity are not yet clearly understood. However,
for our purposes here, we have found that the same singularity
also occurs in the small-disturbance version of the Taylor-
Maccoll equation [Eq. (7)], so that it is reasonable to com-
pare the two solutions at the singularity, especially when
it is realised that this is the point of highest contraction, and
this is, after all, the aspect we are interested in, insofar as
it influences the small-disturbance theory.

Referring to Fig. la, wre define the parameter T in terms
of the slope of the shock wave, rs = |tan0s|, where 6S is the
shock angle. We define a similarity parameter, Ks = Mmra.
The boundary conditions at the shock surface are obtained
from the oblique shock relations and may be simplified to1

= -!,/. = i/'s = [(7 + + (7 - l)K.8}]<r.

and

xAV - (T - 1)
7(7 + 1)AV r (T - (9)

Since we have defined the independent variable, cr = (tan0)/
T,, we note that when 6 = ir/2, a becomes ± °° , and there
will be a difficulty in choosing a step size for the numerical
solution in this region. Therefore, we introduce a new inde-
pendent variable, a = tanker, which decreases smoothly
from f?r at the shock surface to zero at the axis. Equation
(7) becomes

= 2/tana + [j"2(2f -
(10)

where/ = df/daj = d?f/dot?, and f = //(tana)(l + tan2a).

Fig. 3 Streamline shape of ICFA, calculated from the
hypersonic small-disturbance theory (HSDT) and the exact

Taylor-Maccoll equation.

The boundary conditions at the shock surface become

a. = 3x/4,/s = i; /. = -2(7 + 1)/C.V[2 + (7 - l)/v,2Ii
(11)

Equation (10) with the boundary conditions given by Eq..
(11) is solved on a digital computer. Once the solution
/, /, and / is obtained with respect to the independent vari-
able a, the following additional quantities can be found

a = tana,/' = //(I + a*)J" = (f - 2<rf)/(l + <r2)2

p = f/v, p = usp\ v = a - 2f/f (12)

u = l/(7 - 1)AS
2 - [7/(7 -

The results obtained are compared with the exact solution
obtained from the Taylor-Maccoll equation [Eq. (8a)]. For
the purpose of comparison, the surface pressure coefficients
at the singular lines4 for various M^s are obtained for differ-
ent values of Ks (Fig. 2).

The stream-line shapes obtained by the HSDT and the
Taylor-Maccoll equation are compared in Fig. 3. The range
of HSDT applicability to the ICFA inlet, wherein the sur-
face pressure coefficients at the singular line deviate 5%
from the limiting value, is shown in Fig. 4. This boundary
in fact, gives the lower limit on Mm and upper limit on rs, for
which the results obtained from the small-disturbance equa-
tions are within 5% of the exact solution.

Fig. 2 Variation of pressure coefficient at singular line
with K. for ICFA. Fig. 4 Range of applicability of HSDT for ICFA.
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Fig. 5 Surface pressure distributions obtained from
HSDT, the exact Taylor-Maccoll equation, and from

experiments for Busemann inlet.

Axisymnietric Busemann Inlet

For the Busemann inlet, the downstream flow conditions
behind the shock, M3 and 00 (Fig. Ib), are taken as reference
conditions. The small-disturbance parameters are defined
as

TO = tan0o, KQ = MSTQJ a = tan0/ro (13)

and the small-disturbance variables [Eqs. (2)], normalized
in terms of the reference conditions become

= r/ro; u = [(U/U*) - 1]/T0
2

Q2; p = p/p3

(14)

Since it is convenient to obtain the flow conditions across
the shock by specifying M2 immediately upstream of the shock
and ds (Fig. Ib), we define the similarity parameter Ks as:

Ks = (15a)

Fig. 6 Surface pressure ratio vs the length parameter for
various values "of the hypersonic similarity parameter, K0,

for ICFA.

Fig. 7 Affinely related inlet shapes for ICFA (see Fig. la).

Then,

= {[(7 - s
2 - (7 - (15b)

The small-disturbance Eq. (10) is integrated in the up-
stream direction starting from the shock surface. The
boundary conditions at the shock are as follows: cr0 = 1,
QJO = 7T/4, /o = p0(l — v0)/2, and/o = 2p0, where v0 and jo0 are
calculated from the oblique shock relations.

In integrating Eq. (10), when a = ir/2, tana becomes in-
finite and in this region the following simplified equation
applies:

/'2 - 2ff = 0 (16)

Equation (16) is substituted instead of Eq. (10) in the region
where a. —> Tr/2, to carry out the numerical integration. The
flow variables p, p, v, and u are obtained from Eqs. (12).

The streamline shape and the surface pressure distribution,
as obtained from the solution of Eq. (10), are compared with
the exact solution obtained from the Taylor-Maccoll equation
in Fig. 5. For this particular case, Mm = 8.33, 0« - 12.05°,
the flow turning angle is 3.132°, and M3 = 5.39. This inlet
has a theoretical total pressure recovery of 0.99 and an area
ratio of 6.7. Agreement between the HSDT and exact
solutions is good. The experimental pressure distribution,
obtained for this inlet with correction for the effects of the
laminar boundary-layer displacement thickness,7 based on
an adaptation of Tani's method to compressible flow, is
shown in Fig. 5. There is good agreement between the
calculated and measured surface pressure values.

Applicability of Similarity Law to Hypersonic
Internal Flows

The application of HSDT to internal flows leads to the
conclusion that the similarity law,2'8 which connects flows at
different Mach numbers past related shapes, should apply
to hypersonic internal flows. Let us first use the results ob-
tained from the solution of Taylor-Maccoll equation to
demonstrate the applicability of similarity law to ICFA.

Fig. 8 Variation of pressure ratio along the Busemann
inlet (see Fig. Ib) for a constant value of similarity param-

eter at different Mach numbers.
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Fig. 9 Busemann inlet streamline shapes and surface
pressure distributions for various M^'s for a given simi-

larity parameter, Ks.

The hypersonic similarity parameter is defined in terms of
the body slope at the leading edge, KG = Mm tan60. The
static pressure ratio is plotted against the longitudinal non-
dimensional distance £ = (#o/2/o) tan<50 in Fig. 6. The hyper-
sonic similitude is applicable to these inlets for K0 < 2.0.
The affinely related inlet shapes for K0 = 1.5 are shown in
Fig. 7.

Now let us use the results obtained from the solution of
the exact Taylor-Maccoll equation to demonstrate the
applicability of the similarity law to Busemann inlet. The
surface pressure distribution is plotted at related distances
expressed in terms of a non-dimensional parameter £ =
x/f = T0/tan0. Figure 8 gives the pressure distribution
along the surface of the Busemann inlet for a constant value
of Ks = M-2 sin0s = 1.21087, with M2 and ds taking on various
values. The HSDT result is shown as a solid line; it corre-
sponds very well to the more accurate exact calculations.
The percentage error increases towards the entrance of the
inlet.

Figure 8 demonstrates that the hypersonic similarity law
is applicable to Busemann inlets. The affinely related
shapes and the corresponding pressure distributions for the
same value of Ks, are shown in Fig. 9. This figure shows, in
effect, the shape changes required to maintain a constant
efficiency and constant area-ratio inlet which produces a
uniform and parallel exit stream.

Figure 10 gives surface pressure ratio vs £ for a series of
Ks values. The range of applicability of hypersonic simi-
larity law to Busemann inlet is shown in Figs. 11 and 12.

Fig. 11 Range of applicability of similarity law for
Busemann inlet.

Fig. 12 Range of applicability of similarity law for
Busemann inlet.

Our criterion for hypersonic similarity here is that the exact
value of the surface pressure ratio at £ = 0 should not differ
by more than 5% from its limiting value. Figure 11 shows
that the HSDT and the associated hypersonic similitude will
hold for Ms ^ 3.5. It is convenient to start calculations
for Busemann-type inlets by specifying 6S and Mz because
the usual freest ream starting point at the leading edge has
a smooth singularity in the Taylor-Maccoll equations. Fig-
ure 12 shows that HSDT holds to 5% as long as l/sin0s ^
2.85, (or 6S $ 20°), for all values of M2.

The surface contours of Busemann inlets calculated by the
HSDT are unique for each value of Ks (Fig. 13). Suppose
we are given Mm and a desired total pressure recovery, PtJPtm
= 0.93. To find the shape of a Busemann inlet rapidly, one
would proceed as follows. From Fig. 14, we find that Pt3/Pio3
= 0.93 corresponds to Ks = 1.50, which corresponds to
Dm/Dz — 6.7. Knowing Mm and Ks from Fig. 15, we get
M*. We calculate K0 from Eq. (15b) then, 00 = sm~l(K0/
Mz). M>2 'is obtained from Fig. 15, then 6, = sin~l(Ks/M2).

Fig. 10 Variations of pressure ratio along Busemann inlet
for different values of Ks.

Fig. 13 Streamline shapes for Busemann inlet at different
values of similarity parameter, Ks.
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, L

10

Fig. 14 Variation of design parameters with Ks for Buse-
mann inlet.

We calculate
P*/P~ = (TjWto-U&yK.* - (7 ~

Ts/Tm = (rro/r2)[27#5
2 - (7 - i)] x (17)

[(7 - l)#s
2 + 2]/[(7 + D2#s

2]

where I\ = 1 + (7 — 1)M ;2/2, i = °° or 2. With the known
value of TO the inlet shape is obtained from Fig. 13.

Conclusions
1) The hypersonic small-disturbance theory (HSDT) has

been applied to internal axisymmetric conical flows, and it
has been demonstrated that a 5% accuracy in surface pres-
sure can be obtained for ICFA as long as the similarity
parameter Ks = Mmrs exceeds 1.0 and l/rs exceeds 4.5; and
for Busemann inlet flow as long as the diffused Mach number
Af3 exceeds 3.5 or l/rs exceeds 2.85. The HSDT solution
represents the limiting solution of the exact equations and
may be used to obtain the flow parameters with reasonable
accuracy in any hypersonic internal flow, as long as the
assumptions of HSDT are not violated.

2) Hypersonic similitude is demonstrated for both ICFA
and Busemann-type internal flows; the surface pressure
curves and streamline shapes are similar when plotted
against the nondimensional longitudinal distance £ for in-
ternal flows with same values of similarity parameter. This
will be useful in correlating existing data and in the deter-
mination of flow properties in a family of internal flows,
(e.g., inlets with sharp leading edges), where this law is ex-
pected to apply.

10 15 25

Fig. 15 Variation of diffused Macli number \vith. free-
stream Mach number for Busemann inlet.

3) A convenient method, which uses hypersonic similitude,
is presented for calculating Busemann-type inlet shapes.
Required geometry variation is presented for an inlet which
is to maintain constant values of area ratio and total pressure
recovery. Similar method may be used for other types of
hypersonic internal flows where hypersonic similitude is
applicable.
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